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Manifesto of Young Italy

Great revolutions are the work rather of the principles than of
hayonets, and are achieved first in the moral, and afterwards in
the material sphere. Bayonets are truly powerful only when they
assert or maintain a right; the rights and duties of society spring from
a profound moral sense which has taken root in the majority. Blind
brute force may create victors, victims, and martyrs ; but tyranny
results from its triumph, whether it crown the brow of prince or tri-
bune, if achieved in antagonism to the will of the majority.

Principles alone, when diffused and propagated amongst the peoples,
manifest their right to liberty, and by creating the desire and need of
it, invest mere force with the vigour and justice of law.

Truth is one. The principles of which it is composed are multiple.
The human intellect cannot embrace them all at one grasp, nor having
comprehended them, can it organize and combine them all in one
intelligible, limited, and absolute form.

In Italy, as in every country aspiring towards a new life, there is a
clash of opposing elements, of passions assuming every variety of form,
and of desires tending in fact towards one sole aim, but through
modifications almost infinite.

There are many men in Italy full of lofty and indignant hatred to the
foreigner, who shout for liberty simply because it is the foreigner who
withholds it.

There are others, having at heart the union of Italy before all things,
who would gladly unite her divided children under any strong will,
whether of native or foreign tyrant.

Others again, fearful of all violent commotions, and doubtful of the
possibility of suddenly subduing the shock of private interests, and the
jealousies of different provinces, shrink from the idea of absolute
union, and are ready to accept any new partition diminishing the
number of sections into which the country is divided.

Few appear to understand that a fatal necessity will impede all true
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